Uncle Sam’s Detectives
Trace Out Crimes Ir-

respective of Time,

Cost or Character,
and Often, by Vigil-
ance, Forestall Plots

By RALPH TAYLOR.

HEN Chief Willlam J. Flyan of the
Department of Justipe remarked
recaptly ‘The Government never

quits,” he uttered a truth that has beén
written over and over again in oficial rec-
ords, For more vigilant than Argus, far-
reiching as the Jpvian thunderbolts and
relentless as Nemesis have been those
branches of our Federal service which in
the past have acled as the Government's
first line of defence in tlmes of peace and
war: the guardiuns of our rights and |ib-
ertles and enforcers of our Federal statuies,

They have many difficulties to contend
with; these untiring agents of the Depart-
ment of Justice, the secret service and other
governmental detective forces, and they
cleim ne superhuman powers such as many
of the sleuths of fictlon would seem to pos-
sess, but the record that they have made in
the past bodes anything but good for the
persons responsible for the recent Wall
sireet horror and other acts of violence that
have shocked the patriotic citizenry.

Let the perpetrators of these crimes hiu
themselves to the far corners of the earth
and there seek, under assumsed names, to
live out the rest of their lives fres from all
suspielon. But let them also bear In mind
that others have tried this hefore and have
thought themselves seoure, anly to have
thelr fate overtuke them, and to have these
Agencles, sometimes after years of vigllunt
pursuit, selze upon them and drag them
back to the altar of justice, there to re-
celve fitting punishment.

Only Two Unsolved Mysteries.

Many a time it has looked as if our most
efficient Pedera]l sleuths were completely
haffled, and as months and years passed
without a single arrest for some particular
crime of an exceptionally sensational nature
there has been criticlsm and complaint over
their apparent failure. Nevertheless when
the writer of this article asked Chief Flynn
a few days ago how many unsolved mys-
teries he could recall as having come to his
official attention during his twenty years of
service with the United Htates Secret Her-
vice the Chief replied:

“T can reoall but two, 1 do not believe
that there were any more in all of that time.
Many cases took a long time to &olve, but
they were solved eventually and the guilty
partlea punished, but I am qulte sure that
there were only two in which the gullty par-
ties were never captured., The reason why
we were never able to get them 1 do not
know, but it Is quite possible that they
wera murdered or died of natural causes.”

The bomb outrages and other plots of vio-
lence against the Government of the United
States with which these investigators have
to concern themselves are of comparatively
recent date, so It Is Impossible to draw (rom
them any (llustrations of the dogged per-
sistency with which the Federal agents fol-
low their quarry.

The most important cases which the (Gov.
crnment ofMclals have been obliged to oope
with In yeurs gone hy huve probably been
related to counterfeiting plots, and In many
of these the work of bugging the offenders
has been a matter of years, but hus ter-
minated with complete suoceas for the Fed-
oral agents, so there In very good reason to
helieve that the years that lle before us will
se¢ the complete solution of those mysteries
which at the present {ime sppear to bafMe
the tralned minds that are working to solve
them. It is quite certudn that these cases
will pnever be marked closed and fAled away
na long as the heads of the Government
agencles have reason to belleve that one or
more of the gullty partles Is at large.

The Barrel Murder Case.

The roundup of the “barrel murder gang"
of eounterfelters by Chlef Flynn aflter seven
years of perllous Investigution wasg but an
instance, for there have been Innumerable
cuses in which the Government investigators
have done equally efficient work, and in
which their determination has triumphed
cver every obstacle that chance or human
cunning could plice in thein way, In some
of these cages the offence commitied was
of u nature that might have been considered
comparatively trivial, and there |s u case on
rocord where one of the Federal agencles
arrested & man for defranding the Govern-
ment vat of §$100 ten yvears after the offonce
was committed, for no crime agninst the
Government of the ['nited States I8 too large
of too small for these operntives to give It
thetr attention and thelr most enrnest effort,

Had It not beon for the secret service the
police would not have known the Identity
of the #slaln Itallan whom they found
crammed Into a barrel at Avenue D and
Eleventh street on that April morning In
1908. But it happened that before the man's
death Chief Flynn's operntives had  him
lnbelled as n counterfelter, and one of them
had worked into his confidente and Into the
confidence of his eutthroat comrades with
a view to obtalning the concrete evidence
that would he necessary to secure the con-
vietion of the band In the Federal courts,

With the Information that thig secret ser-
viee operative was able to give them It
neemed ocertain that the antire gang of mur-
derars would go to the death house, but there
ceourred one of those strange miscarriames
of justice which oocasionally set a man
at lberty even though his gullt be estab.
liashed beyond the whadow of an Intelligent
doubt.

The secret service agents did not drop
thelr cane agninst thess men when the Htale
fell down on the job, but they eet out to
trall and keep triuck of the varlous members
of the gang and wateh for the moment when
ihey should catoh them red handed at their
uld tricks and land them behind the bars of
the ederal penitentiary.

They were relleved of the necessity of ar-
sosting several members of the band Ly &
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relative of the murdered man, who had
sworn @ vendetta and who had shown a
marvellous degroe of efficlency in carrying
it out, but when people had dismissed the
barpel mystery from thelr minds or had be-
come convinesd that tihe perpetrators had
made good thelr escupe, In the winter of
1909-10, there wus luunched a series of raids
In various parts of thix city and the vieinity
“which netted what are generally belleved to
have been the remunant of the band, includ-
Ing the leadera,

This time the secrel service agents had a
perfect case agalnst them for importing
counterfelt §2 and $5 bills from laly in olive
oll cans and putting them Into clreulation
In various parts of the metropolitan area.
When Chief ¥lynn personally arrested Giu-
seppe Morello, ane of the two "siling spirite
of the band, he found under the pillow of
the man's bed, in which he was sleeping
when the door of the room was forced open,
a revolver loaded with buckshot, the only
one of the kind that the Chief had ever
sean,

Morellp fainted when a sentence of
twenty-five years In Atlantn Penitentiory
was dmposed upon him in the United States
IMetrier Court here shortly afterward. 1g-
nasio Lupo, known as "The Wolf," the other
sader of the band, feit the hand of justice
descend upon him in the form of a prison
sentence of (hirty years., Four of their fol
lowors wers senteénced to fifteen yomrs' fm-
prisonment sach, one 1o seventeen yeirs and
one to elghteen years, and 80 the Pederal
Glovernment had disposed of as desperite n
band of cutthroats as hid ever disturbed the
peuce of the community and had struck ter-
ror to the Black Hand and counterfeiting
groups throughout the entlre country

John Schmitt's Downfall,

A good example of the manner in which
the GQovernment agents keep check on sus-
pects may be found in the case of John
Boehmitt, alins “John Davis,” who obtained
immunity at the hands of the Scotland Yard
oficinls for furnishing evidence againat the
other members of his band, and who was
ousted from the British Empire with in-
structions to remaln out for the remainder
of his life.

Behmitt was too deep dyved a criminal to
forsake his carcer altogether. He merely
took a little vacation after his narrow es-
cape In Englund, and fAinally came to this
oountry with the ldea of starting afresh
along the same old lines.

With two men and one woman to help him
he prooseded in the fall of 1508 to Nt out a
parfeot counterfeiting plant in Rovere, just
outside of Hoston. He had eamera plates,
wolds and engraving tools shipped from New
York to his new address, and was evidently
counting upon doing & very profitable busi-
ness without the slightest disturbance.

He bognn work upon the first lot of
“gueer” currency In the kitehen of his housa
late one nlght, but his feverigh Interest and
the enthuslasm of his assistants were sud-
Aenly changed (o terrar when they heard
n crash that could only mean that sonn
one had broken down the front door, T
assistants flad to the cellar and Schmitt
bolted Frantlonlly from the voom, only to
be brought to an abrupt stop by something
hard and cold that was pressed agalnst his
chort.

It was a revolver., and Inughing over it
wan the fuee of Chief Flynn, “Why, John
Davis,” seid the Chief, “aren’'t you ashamed
of yourself?" A few minutes later the ns-
alatants were drageed from the cellar In
handecuffs, and then a batch of very neat
counterfelt ten dollar notes, the fArst and
only frults of Schmitl's American venture,
was also dragged to view,

Schmitt was not succesaful In obtalning
immunity this time, He went to Atlanta
with a sentence of thirtesn years nine
months, and hia companions accompanied
him. Thelr terms expired some time amo,
but If they are still alive it {s quite certaln
that the wecret sorvice knows thelr where-
whouts and also has n very good iden at the
present time a8 o the manner in which ench
of them | behaving, And it In equally cer-
tain that the seoret servics will keap track
of all of these prople throughout their lives.

Ons man who wns arrested after a pursuit
of six years was H R Wilken, counterfeiter
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of upward of $100,000 in spurious bills, who
was selzed in Santa Crus, Cal, on Ogtober 28,
1916. ‘This man had a method all his own
and worked without confederates so that he
had no fear of betrnyal.

Recently o man was arrested in Texas who
had been tracked for twelve years and in
many countries In connection with a counter-
felting case.

Nor has this persistent effort been lmited
to the Federal agents of recent years, It is
not a matter of administrations or of any
particular operatives, but of departmental
teadition which tells ench and every man
thiat enters the service to follow His tralls

to the end jJust as his prodecessors have
done.
Buck in 1883, A L. Drummond. who wos

one of Chlef Flynn's predecessors, took up
the trall of a desperate counterfeiting band
In person and went so far as get himself
arrested and branded as a counterfeiter in
order that he might learn the workings of
the combination

As Drummonid related it in after years,
Jim Hanford, onc of the leaders of the gang,
was In a cell in the jall at Holly Springs,
Miss., when the local authorities brought in
another prisoner who gayve his name a8
Goeorge Malm. The two men were hand-
cuffed together when they were removed to
the county fall at Oxford, Miss, by a colored
deputy marshal, and Malm tried to hribe
this guard to turn them both leose, butl was
not successial

A few nights luter, however, when the
Sherll and the United States Marshal were
nitending a dance, and the only gunrd at the
il was n negro deputy, Madm unfolded to
Hanford a pchema for breaking jall, which
the two men quickly enrried out. Malm then
led the way to a rallroad yard, where they
crawled abourd a freight train bound fof Bt
Louis,

A German Plot Feiled,

At Bt. Louls the men were arrosted, but
the police chief, after questioning each one
privately, announced thnt he was satlsfied
with their Innocence and turmed them looss,
They lost no time In getting out of the eity,

It was then that MHanford asked Malm
what his prospects wers and extended to
him an {nvitation to go to Clnginnati and
Jjoln his gnng, which Malm gladly accepted,
Six months later the band was raided and
every one having any connection with it waa
arrested excepting Malm. It was then that
Hanford discovercd that his fellow jall
breaker was Chief Drummond of the United
Htaten Beoret Bervice.

In the great mass of prosscutions and

Internments which consumed the tlme of
the Department of Justice and of the secret
servige In the days of the war there is no
case that so. well demonatrates the relent-
lessness of these agencies as the plot which

wus financed by Capt. Frang von PP
Military Attache to Ambassador von Bern-
storff, for the destrdetion of the Welland
Cunal,

It wae within a rew weeks after the Tirst
shot of the war had been flred in 1914 that

Capt, Alfred Fritzen, o former officer of the
Kalser's artillery and a reservist, journeyed
from New York city to Buffalo with e
guantity of dynomlie to bBlow up the vl
which links Lake Erie and LEake Ontario
The plot fuiled largely because t mey
entrusted to carry it out did not have suff
clent courage to do so, although they bhad
all been =upplied with automatic pistols to
use agadnst any one who might catch them
In the not of dynamiting one of the locks

men

Ench of thes

or menace their escupe,

Recent Bomb Plot Like On:

HE explosion in Wall street Is similar
in many reapecta tn one Which tool

I place nearly a century and a quirtier

ago in which the murder of Napolegn Bona
parte was plyined. In both cases o hors
and cart figure lurgely and the attack falle:
of its main ohject, but resulted In about the
sme numuer of deathy and Injuries to inno

cent bystanders,

This parallel disaster ooeurred in Paris on
December 24, 1500, when Napoleom was at
the helght of his power and had consequent!y
won the enmity of many of the Royulist
malecontents of that period, to Whom his
suceess apelled ruin.

Napoleon wios at that time the First Con-
sul. His carriage, In passing through a
NArrow street en route to the opera, ancoun-
tered a one horse cart which blocked Lhe
wiy. Napoleon's conohman, Caesar, woas |/
n reckless mood, having imbibed a trifte
frealy, so he whipped his horses to a gallop
and the oarriage, rocking and swaying,
awept past the cart, just clearing it by a fow
inches and covering some distancs in the
sudden spurt. Barely had he done this when
the oart exploded with a deafening nolse
whieh resounded for miles around and shook
Paris to its foundations,

Napoleon sscaped unhurt, though the win-
dows of the carriage were shattered. but
the axplosion carried death to twenty-slght
persone—aight of whom were killed outright,

probably considered himself quite safe as
months passed and the bhand of the law
falled to descend upon him.

But nearly two yvears later a Federal

Grand Jury acting upon evidence gathered
by the Depurtment of Justice ngents handed
down a number of indletments naming each
of the gullty men, and simultaneously all
of these Men Suve twa wWere placed under
arrest. (e of those nol arrested was Vo
Papen, whose official position on the G
man dplomatic sta hed shielded him and
who had been recalled by hls Governmoent
The other was Capt. Fritsen. whosa wher:
abouls wis n mystery

The following winter a German of fio-
military bearing applled for work on a furm
near Los Angeles, giving the name-of Pipe~
This farm hand, who was Capt. Fritaen, ha
a merry time tolllng In the sunshine
thinking about the way in which he had suc
pedled  In outwilting lhe GCovernment's
sleuths.  His employers showed him specio

while twenly died shortly afterward-—uand
more than sixty poreons were serlously In-
jured Housea were demolished for blocks
around and the alr was Alled with shrieks
nd grouns, All Parig was prostrated with
Wrief and horror, and the resentment against
the criminals grew to white heat.

The resemblance hetweon these detalls and

those of the Wall streot tragedy Is ap
parent, Wall street s noted for its nirrow
peas, The buildings In the vicinity resen
bled those of o war torn town in Frame
and the scenes [ollowing the explosion wern
equally harrowing.

In the Arst Instance, the infernel muching
used consisted of a barrel of npowder,
stugk round with grapeshot and pledes of
old Iron. This barrel was fastoned uwmder
the cart and timed to explode by menns
of o slow match at Just the moment when
Napoleon was dua to pass through thv
street. This ealoulation miscarried by a lew

seconds owing to the rapid pace at which
the First Consul's vehlele had procesded

The recent sxplosion wns alsg timed to
ocour when It would do the mosi harm 1o
thoso at whosa lves it was almed, and the
evidence polnts to the cause beinz o homb
in view of the many pleces of old i
the shape of window which have
heen sinoe found.

In the historic Incldent a young girl
only 16 years wiaas hired to hold the horse
which drew the cart te disarm wsuspicion.
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” Says Chief Flynn

Famous Cases Recalled
by Recent Bomb Ex-
plosion --- Tracing
Counterfeiters and
Guarding President,
Bureau’'sChief Duties

conslderdtion becsise they recogniged n him
a man of education quite uncommaon o one
of his occupation,

It wias on March §, 1817, that Willlum M
OMey, then superintendent n charge of the
New York offices of the Department of Jus
tice, recelvid o telegrum informing him thao
one of his special agents had tracked down

Fritwen and had him under arrest, On the
doy following our eotrance into the world
confliet  Fritzen pleaded guollty to the plot

and was sentenced to Atlante penltentinry

It s not the fault of the Department of
Justioe opsratives that a jury chose to
cept Capt, Hans Tuuscher's story of his in
nocence of this plot, or that the diplomath
connections of certaln men made |t impossi
ble to send them to prison. During those
war davs the Federal agents frequoently
found that after gathering Jhelr evidence
they would be ordered by officlal Washing-
ton to refrain from acting lest some par-
ticularly delicate situation arise.

Tue real story behnind the arrest iIn this
city of Mme. Despina Davidovitgh Storch.
the Turkish spy, «s the writer of this article
heurd it confidentially from one in high an-
thority at the tlme of her arrest, was that
she had succeedad in begulling the Ambaase-
dor of g neutral power Into acting as her un-
witting ald.

As the Government official explained 14
with the Injunction that it was nes te be
published at the time, this adventuress hag
induced the neutral Ambassador t9 esend
certain letters abroad for her with his own
officlal communications, and it was in this
way that she got much of her information
through the vigllant investigators and W
other German agents In a neutral coun!

The reason why the only charge hr:b
mude agalnst this woman was one of “ule
desirability” was that official Washingten
wanted to avert a scandal which would
serlously strain pelations between this coun-
try and the one represented by the Ambas-
sador involved In the case. Certaln persons
In Washington tried thelr best to belittls the
cgse, but they falled to explain why the State
Department had manifested such a great
interest in it that officlals here dared not
make o move without permission from that
department

Chief Flynn's Aids and Thelr Work.

Chief ¥lynn was transferred from i
secret service Lo the position of chlef of
the bureau of Investigation of the Depuart
ment of Justioe last year, and he has since
surrounded himself with an exceptionally
able una well trained force, including, in New
York city, George I, Lamb, divislon supe:
intendent, and Charles J. Scully, head of
the “red squad.” It ls upon this force that
the Government now depends for the sup
pression of plots aguinst the national wel
fare, and it Is to them that it looks for the
ultimate apprehension of the persons re
sponalble for the bomb outruges,

There are various other Foderal
ments which will cooperite whenever asked
to do =0, but they have distinet dutjes of
thelr nown. The secret service s charged
with the duty of

depart-

protecting the life of the
President and hunting down counterfeilers

The post office Inspectors are wantrusted
with the detection and capture of persons
misusing the malls or stealing from them
The customs inspectors have thelr well de

fined duties, and the agents of Internal re.
enue have done much to suppress traffic i
narcotles and the manufacture of “moon
shina” whiskey, although at the present time
the work relating to the prohibition law =
left principally to the special force created
for Its enforcement,

Persons who oxpect sach wnd every erime
to be solved within n few days or week:
have no understanding of the nature of the
task that usuxlly confronts the Investigator
A quick solution is not evidence of superior
detective work. but merely Indieates that
things happened to "break”™ favorably for
the Investigntors at the start.

Tt 1a now thought probabla that at least
three of the man responsible for the homhb
plots of last vear are In Soviet Russia, hav-
ing been deported from the transport Buford
last Decembet A fourth man connected
with those plots hurled himself to his death
from a window af the Department of Jus-
tiee offices early this vear, but before he did
s0 the Federnl agents had wrung from him

certain important Information for which
they had been searching wvainly for many
months,

What resulis this ‘nformation will hawe

the future must show, just as the past has
shown the resultes of the relentleas pursult
of Inmnumerable other oriminals, nearly all of
whom sooner or later were landed bhehind
the hars of some Federal prison

in History

Fhis innogent victim was blown to frag
nents. the only part of her body subse
guently found being her foot In thes pres

instance for some time It was belleved

the body of oy of about 18 Years
was that of the driver of the cart and that
he wus an uanwitti [ to the outrags
though latep discoveries Jdid not verify this
baelie!

The tracing «f e oriminals had severa!
peculine fegtures the tirst erime, Cussn
the chman, wn mconscious of the ox
plosion at the wnid took It for the Arine
of o walute Liut shortly afterward a hach

unintance revealad to him
the fuct that he had “denth wagon'
come out of o stable yard near whieh his
tand was Jocals The clue thus nfforded

ney cosnchman

meen the

ol to the ultimate discovery of the culprl
two proaminent Royvalists, and the releasi
(roan aXxile of imoerous Jacohing who e
sentenced directly after the crime by "

infuriated popuiace on wsocount of thelr
radical tendencies, though no definite proof
of thelr complicity was fortheoming

In one respect only do the two chses var
materially The crime in 1800 wy on
nitted by th upper olasses and the erin
nals were found, convicted enianoed
indicationg in the present Instance go
show that the originators of the oute

come from the ranks of the Reds, or Bolx)
viki. And this menage s still sl large



